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UM HOME TO PREMIER ORNITHOLOGY JOURNAL
MISSOULA—
One of the world's foremost ornithology journals is quietly being edited at The
University of Montana-Missoula.
The Auk, currently in its 114th year, has called UM home since November 1995. As is
typical for many scientific journals, The Auk is passed from editor to editor. Current Editor-inChief Tom Martin, of UM’s Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, has made a fouryear commitment to producing The Auk.
Published by The American Ornithologists’ Union in Washington, D.C., The Auk
contains the most cutting-edge scientific research on birds. The quarterly journal receives
nearly 300 manuscripts each year, the best of which are reviewed by two to three internationally
renowned scientists before recommendations for publication are made by editorial board
members.
With a reputation for impeccably high standards, The Auk commands the respect of the
world’s leading ornithologists.
“There’s an implicit stamp of approval and quality when something appears in The
Auk,” said Jeff Marks, managing editor.
Although the journal does not take the role of an advocate, it provides information that
can be the basis for political decisions.
-more-

Auk.rl-2
“The first step to advancement is understanding,” Martin said. “The next step is
application.”
Upcoming issues will feature landmark research on the fragmentation of habitat and its
implications for bird populations, as well as the debut of a recently-discovered bird species.
That UM was chosen to host The Auk is a mark of the strength of its ornithological
program, said Martin. The campus has become one of the w-orld’s leading bird research
facilities.
“I would argue we have the strongest bird program in the w'orld,” said Martin. “We for
sure have the largest bird faculty in the world. Every one of these people are top-quality bird
scientists in their field.”
More than 5,000 issues of The Auk are distributed to members of The American
Ornithologists’ Union and library subscribers. More information about the journal is available
on-line at http://pica.wru.umt.edu/Auk7auklet.html.
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